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She returned to her farm work after two days and
once back there, she felt she could stand it no longer.
The devil put an idea into her head. When night did
not bring sleep and when she had lain for hours with
open eyes staring into the dark she got up, dressed and
set the house on fire.
Before the flames had caught on she was running
wildly towards the village to give herself up to the police.
The local fire brigade had little difficulty in extinguish-
ing the fire. Hardly any damage was done.
Two weeks later Anna's head fell. Her trial before
a special court lasted only half an hour. She was found
guilty of incendiarism and damage to the German com-
munity for a personal reason, because she wanted to
escape from her obligation to work for the good of the
State.
It is all very complicated, and yet so simple. This
girl could find no way out. Nazi justice ended all her
problems.
Every day, cases of "deserters" from the home front
are being tried in German courts. Police officers are
seeking workers who have left their places of work, girls
who desert from farms, nurses who leave hospitals with-
out permission.
But you need not commit a crime in Nazi Germany,
not even a crime against the Nazi spirit, to be subject
to interference by the police.
In Stettin, one foreign traveller met two old friends.
They were in low spirits and seemed afraid even to
make general conversation. It was not easy to discover
the cause of their fear, but finally they pointed out a
paragraph in the local paper, the Stettin "General-
Anzeiger". It said:
"The population of Stettin should take a lesson from